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	ABSTRACT

The University of Konstanz in Germany has worked in collaboration with the ACCA Glasgow to develop the “Accountant Judgment Exercise (AJE)”, which comprises a dilemma situation in the patterns of the Moral Judgment Test (MJT) and presents a scenario based on the accountant/business context. The ACCA (the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants) is the global body for professional accountants and offers a non-conventional higher education program. One of the goals of ACCA is to sensitize students to the moral dimension of their profession, particularly to the fact that business/ professional ethics is much more than just complying with legal/regulatory requirements. The purpose of the present paper is, thus, to present data from an intervention study conducted with aproximatedely 400 ACCA students from more than ten different countries, who participated in the implementation of a new professional ethics module. The instruments used were the Moral Judgment Test (MJT) and the Accountant Judgment Exercise. Participants answered the questionnaires before and after the intervention. Results from the MJT and from the students’ decisions about the moral dilemma presented in the AJE are analyzed considering the following variables: age, gender, nationality, years of professional and educational experience and native language (if other than the test language, English). In addition, a qualitative analysis to the question “Tell us what you have learned” - which was asked after the completion of the ethic module - is performed. The discussion focuses mainly on the following questions: a) the advantages and disadvantages of using the AJE as a supporting tool to foster moral judgment competence; b) the use of online, interactive direct learning/teaching in opposition to conventional ethical programs; c) cultural differences. Suggestions for improving the methods of fostering moral judgment competence are considered.


