Religiously Determined Moral Segmentation in Iranian Students

A comparative study between Germany, Mexico and Italy suggests a new explanation for segmentation. Religious students repress their autonomous moral opinions about problems, on which the church holds a strong view. (Lind, 2000).

This phenomenon was investigated in the Shiite-Islamic culture in Iran, in order to discover whether a religious environment has a retardant effect, in that it generally slows down moral development, or a regressive effect, in that it leads to a backward development in certain areas of moral judgments and debate capability.

In order to investigate this question, students in Tehran and Mashhad were tested using the  MUT (moral judgement test, Lind). 

It was assumed that “Islamic students would show a high degree of moral segmentation”. That is, they have far less ability to make moral judgements about euthanasia – a subject, which is also dogma in Islam, than they do about work problems, over which the Mullahs have no proclaimed dogma. The prognosis was that the mid C-score regarding euthanasia would be at least 5 points lower than the mid C-score regarding the work problem.

The assumption was supported. The calculation of the C-score for euthanasia and the work problem shows that students indicate a much lower C-score on the euthanasia dilemma. The absolute effect-sizes (=18,86) is highly significant. The Islamic religion has a regressive effect on moral judgement and discourse capability, in certain issues, like euthanasia. 

